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Che Soul That Grows 


HE BIBLE speaks out of the experience of yester- 

day to the needs of today, and the longings of to- 

morrow. And the reason for its perennial fresh- 
ness is that the themes with which it deals, and the 
impulses it aims to kindle, are the same in every time in 
every clime. It is the great storehouse of religious experi- 
ence, the inexhaustible reservoir of religious aspiration. 
It is to the individual a progressive revelation, depending 
upon the growth of the man’s soul; always for the seed of 
truth there must be the soil of faith and love. Commonly 
the truth is revealed, not in a flash, but in the friction 
through the years of opposing half-truths. Wherever there 
is a double allegiance, part for God and part for self, the 
vision of truth will be blurred; wherever there is cherished 
prejudice, there will be narrowness of view and false em- 
phasis; where but one phase of truth is seen, the sense of 
proportion will be lost. But where there is a docile mind, 
a humble spirit, a surrendered will, a life responsive to the 
lessons of history, there will be an increasing growth in all 
that is vital to the soul. The great word of the Master to 
the man who is seeking direction is this, ““He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear.” —Montreal Star. 
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HE General Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, which met in Spring- 
eld, Mass., during the month of May, has been 
enerally declared, by those best qualified to 
idge, to have been the most important and the 
est one in the last quarter of a century. 
This article has been prepared to let the 
tiends and supporters of our organization 
now the contribution the Society made to the 
iterest and success of this great gathering. 
While the Bible Society has always been ac- 
wded gracious treatment at these quadrennial 
yuncils, it seemed to those officially represent- 
g our Society at Springfield that all the cir- 
imstances combined to make possible rather 
qusual courtesies and favors by the bishops 
id the body of the Conference at this last 
ssion. 
General Secretary William I. Haven sub- 
its to the body a quadrennial report showing 
e contribution of the Methodist Episcopal 
hurch in men and money since the previous 
ssion of the Conference, and a detailed re- 
tt of the co-operation of the Bible Society 
the missionaries and general work of the 
ethodist Episcopal Church, a summary of the 
ork of translation and revision accomplished 
id being carried forward, and also a bird’s- 
e view of the Bible situation in the whole 
orld. 
This was printed in the “Hand Book,” to- 
ther with the reports of the official boards 
the church, and a copy furnished to every 
legate and, also, available to any person de- 
‘ing one. 
On the second day of the Conference, the 
esiding bishop announced the following ex- 
ptionally strong committee on the American 
ble Society, one person being chosen. from 
ch General Conference District: G. H. Spen- 
mr. S. Tipple, C. R. Redhead, W. H. Ford, 
mr jones, \G. lea Beason; «[.-S! odd, J.-A. 
antz, Miss Ella N. Watson, W. C. Bloom- 
mer, C. K. Bucan, E. D. Kohlstadt, H. G. W. 
eyer, A. L. Bowen, ‘and Hans J. Roass. 
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The American Bible Society at the General 
sonference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 


By Rev. S. H. Kirkbride, D.D. 


It was a most fortunate and pleasing coinci- 
dence that when the committee met for organi- 
zation, Dr. Ezra S. Tipple, president of Drew 
Theological Seminary, who is a member of ow1 
official family and a member of the Committee 
on Versions, was chosen chairman; and Dr. 
G. H. Spencer, corresponding secretary of the 
Massachusetts Bible Society, was elected secre- 
tary. 

On Saturday afternoon, May 24th, imme- 
diately following the devotions, Dr. Tipple pre- 
sented to the General Conference the commit- 
tee’s report on the work of the American Bible 
Society. This gave a review of the work of 
the Society during the quadrennium, which 
showed a circulation “of over seventeen mil- 
lion copies of the Scriptures in the United 
States, in the extended mission fields of Latin 
America, in Europe and Africa and through- 
out the vast populations of the Far East.” 

The report touched upon the most important 
outstanding events of the four years’ work, and 
called attention to the annual contribution of 
$150,000 from the Methodist Church for the 
work of the Society. The following recom- 
mendations were made, discussed by the Con. 
ference and passed: 

“We therefore recommend that this cause 
be presented to all our churches annually, as 
has been the custom since 1836, as one of the 
official benevolences. 

“We would suggest that the amount to be 
asked or appropriated be left to be determined 
by the organization created by the General Con- 
ference to have charge of the official benevo- 
lences. Our churches and our missions ad 
home and abroad have increasing need of this 
missionary circulation of the Scriptures. 

“We recommend that the observance of Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday be encouraged in all our 
churches, in order that the place of the Bible in 
our national life and the life of the world may 
be suitably emphasized. 

“We recommend that authority be given to 
the Board of Bishops to appoint a representa- 
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tive on the Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society, with whom the Board of Man- 
agers may advise during the quadrennium con- 
cerning the budgets, appropriations, etc., of 
the Society, with the understanding that the 
expenses of this representation shall be met by 
the American Bible Society. 


“Ezra S. TIpPLE, Chairman, 
“GrorGE H. SpeENcER, Secretary.” 


This report goes down to the local con- 
gregation with the reports of the boards of the 
church. 

On the first day that General Secretary 
Haven attended the Conference, he was for- 
mally presented by the presiding bishop, and, 
by action of the body, accorded a seat on the 
platform with the other officials and dignitaries. 

Exhibit 

The exhibit of the boards was a unified one 
and was worked out, after conference with the 
different organizations, by representatives of 
the Committee on Conservation and Advance. 
It was the most complete and best exhibit that 
we have ever seen of its kind. The entire 
spacious lower room of the Auditorium was 
given over to it. The room was divided into a 
wide central space, with two smaller ones on 
each side. These spaces were arranged in a 
series of booths, each illustrating some phase of 
church activity. 

The exhibit of our Society was a lighthouse 
with an hexagonal base of about four feet and 
about twelve feet high. The bases had charts 
relating to Bible work. On the shelf above the 
base was free literature pertaining to our work. 
On the shaft, Bibles, Testaments, and portions, 
in many languages and in a rich variety of 
bindings, were fastened in symmetrical order, 
some showing the texts and others the bindings. 
Six large transparencies illustrating various 
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LEADING THE PARADE 


Left to right: Bishop Nicholson, Bishop Cooke, 
Thirkield, Rev. Dr. Tipple, Rev. Dr. Haven, 
and Bishop Nuelsen. 


Bisi 


phases of Bible work were at the top of t 
shaft; an alternating current now shutting ¢ 
and then giving a strong light was a unique ai 
attractive feature. This lighthouse was plac 
in the very center of the middle space, to typi 
and emphasize the fact that the Bible is the ve 
heart and center of every form of activity 
the Christian Church. | 

Anniversary | 

The “big day of the feast” for every conn 
tional board is their “Anniversary.” Comi 
as this does, every four years, each organizat: 
seeks to represent its work in a different w 
each time, and is constantly striving for so’ 
new and novel program. 

The date assigned for our anniversary ¥ 
Sunday afternoon, May 18th. Like the othe 
we were seeking “something different.” 
was the happy genius or inspiration of |] 
Haven that suggested ours. “Bible addresse 
of course, we must have. At Des Moines 
staged a taking pageant and could not rep 


SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
IN THE 
PARADE 
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pat. Then the plan was, conceived that, in 
dition to the traditional exercises, we have 
great parade, the two chief features of which 
ust be a show of Bibles and a brass band. 

General Conference program makers will 
alize the daring of this idea. How would the 
cers and scholars of the Sunday schools of 
pringfield react to this idea? Would the 
Own-ups” march or leave it to the children? 
Vould the “Saints” think the Bible and a 
ass band an unholy alliance? Would Sunday 
1e 18th be another one of the almost continu- 
us rainy days? Would the thing “go off,” or 
e only a “dub.” Quien sabe? Anyway, it was 
rorth trying; and we went at the idea with 
mor. Rev. Dr. S. H. Kirkbride, of* the 
Jorthwestern Agency, and Rev. Dr. J. L. Mc- 
jaughlin, of the office and the Eastern Agency, 
ave themselves unremittingly to the task. 

_Every pastor and Sunday-school superin- 
endent consulted gave enthusiastic support. 
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of these were taken. There must have been 
fully 12,000 people participating as marchers 
or onlookers. 

Just before the paraders reached the Audi- 
torium on their return, the children under 
twelve years left the ranks and were taken to 
the G. A. R. Hall, where a program of appro- 
priate motion pictures was shown them. 

The main crowd filed into the Auditorium to 
the accompaniment of the great organ, till every 
seat on the floor, the balcony and gallery was 
filled. And what a riot of enthusiasm there 
was when the band marched down the center 
aisle and on to the platform playing “Onward 
Christian Soldiers,” and the four thousand per- 
sons who had crowded the Auditorium rose and 
cheered, thrilled from top to toe. 

The anniversary exercises were presided over 
by Bishop Thomas Nicholson. Prayer was 
offered by Bishop John L. Nuelsen. Inspiring 
addresses were delivered by Bishop William P. 


ADULT BIBLE CLASSES IN THE PARADE 


he Hampton County Sunday-school Associa- 
on, through the Rev. R. M. McDonald, its 
Jairman, put all its forces at our command; 
le Twenty-fourth Infantry Band was en- 
aged ; plans were perfected; and every detail 
rranged satisfactorily, and the only thing left 
) worry over was the question, Would it be 
et or dry? 

The ‘‘weather man” was good to us, and it 
d not rain until our exercises were over. And 
hat an inspiration that parade was! Bishops 
ad church dignitaries led; members of the 
eneral Conference followed. The men and 
omen marched with the children. One adult 
ible Class had over one hundred men in line. 
Jhat an array of color was made by the 
‘esses of the women and girls, and the Ameri- 
in flags, church and school banners and em- 
ems! The Society had prepared a souvenir 
lition of fifteen thousand of the one-cent Gos- 
Is to give away, and upward of ten thousand 


Thirkieliwe Ds LD on “lhe Biblesin 
Latin-American Republics,’ and by Bishop 
Latiressa]? Birney, D.D., LL.D, on “Ihe Bible 
in the Republic of China.” Dr. J. L. McLaugh- 
lin brought the wonderful service to a close 
by an illustrated lecture on our Bible work in 
many lands. 

According to the judgment of such church 
leaders as Dr. D. D. Forsyth, of the Board of 
Home Missions; Dr. Charles F. Bovard, of the 
Board of Sunday Schools; Dr. James Joy, of 
the Christian Advocate, and many others, our 
“Anniversary” was certainly the “thrillingest”’ 
as well as the largest and among the best of the 
Conference anniversaries. 


Worp comes to us that an Italian pastor of 
a New York City church, in the Bok Peace 
Plan Contest, sent the Bible to Mr. Bok as 
containing the best peace plan. 
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Notes and Comments 


4p HE paragraph on the cover is fully justi- 
fied because of its intrinsic worth. There 
is added significance in its source. The Mon- 
treal Star is an independent daily, with a cir- 
culation of over 100,000. It augurs well when 
the daily press produce and print such state- 
ments for their readers. 
e 


Dr. Wraca, of the Agency for the Colored 
People, sends this tribute to Bishop Levy Jen- 
kins Coppin, who died at the age of seventy- 
six on June 25th in Philadelphia : 

“In the death of Bishop Coppin, the negroes 
have lost the services, tireless and general, of 
one of their most able men. He was an in- 
spiring singer, and often stirred his audience 
with his splendid tenor tones. He was the 
author of several books on religious and doc- 
trinal subjects, and was especially powerful in 
his preaching. Faithful in the study and exe- 
gesis of the Scriptures, he was simple and 
clear in his thought and language. He sought 
to convince and persuade rather than to gen- 
erate anything like the confusion of a thought- 
less religious hysteria.” 

In the death of Bishop Coppin, the Bible 
Society loses a steady friend, wellwisher, and 
a Life Member. . 

e e 

THis year is being marked by an unusual 
amount of home travel among the representa- 
tives of the American Bible Society in foreign 
lands. The Rev. A. H. Mellen, Secretary of 
the Mexico Agency, has spent a part of his 
first furlough in visiting the Agencies of the 
Society in China, Japan and the Philippines, 
and is carrying on some studies at present in 
California and is expected in New York for 
conference on his return to his loved work in 
Mexico. The Rev. Robert Irwin, after a six 
months’ furlough, during which he spent a few 
days in New York in conference with the offi- 
cers at the Bible House, is returning with Mrs. 
Irwin this month to his field in Siam. 

® e 


The Rev. Paul Penzotti, Secretary of the 
La Plata Agency, passed through New York 
recently, on a brief visit necessitated by health 
conditions in his family. The Rev. W. S. 
Strong, the sub-Agency Secretary in charge of 
work at Peking, China, for the past fifteen 
years, came to New York in July, on his return 
with Mrs. Strong from his furlough spent in 
Scotland, to confer with the officers of the So- 
ciety concerning the Bible House which is to be 
erected in Peking, 


The Rev. Arthur C. Ryan, Secretary of th 
Levant Agency, is expected with his family 
during August on their first furlough. Th 
Rev. Dr. H. C. Tucker, the dean of our For} 
eign Agency staff, which he joined in 1887 a! 
Secretary of the Brazil Agency, where his ser 
ices and character have won for him wide in 
fluence and affection, is expected with Mrs 
Tucker in September on their furlough. 


: 
| 
e | 
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TuIs comes from Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 


Our Gettysburg Women’s Bible Society has jus 
closed our report for its seventy-seventh year anr 
sent on to the Bible House in Philadelphia (as w 
belong to the Atlantic Agency) $225, $100 of whic 
was a bequest of Mrs. Margaret Valentine, long tim’ 
a member of our society. We would have preferres 
to make it $250, but needed to renew our supply o 
Bibles, Testaments, and portions, as the supply o: 
hand is short. Some of them are slightly smoke 
from the fire in the store of our librarian, but a 
derfully preserved, it seems to us, as was the mone: 
on hand from sales. For all else in the store wa 
burned—her entire stock of millinery. We sorrow fo! 
the loss of the Society in Japan and hope to have . 
part in payment for the loss. 


THIs extract is from a Piqua, Ohio, donor 

My daughter, who is spreading the gospel in fa 
away Japan, tells me that the Japanese girls love th 
Bible. It will also be of interest to you to know tha 
the first book sold in Tokyo after the great earth 
quake was a Bible. 


InpicaATIVE of the opportunities that com 
through the mail, and the services rendered b 
donations of Scriptures, we give one of ; 
stream of letters that flows daily into the Bibl 
House : 


While convalescing from my hospital experience, 
am serving a supply charge (Charleston Circuit 
One of the points is Janesville, Ill., where the Methc 
dists are a small, struggling society, without an ed 
fice to worship in. May I avail myself of the get 
erosity of the Bible Society and solicit for them 
pulpit Bible; also fifteen of the Minion 18mo Bible 
for the newly organized Epworth League? It wou! 
be well bestowed, as the society is poor and there a1 
only fifteen young people in the town of high scho 
age, all of whom are in my Epworth League. W 
will pay transportation on the grant. 

I wish to thank you for the grant of a Bible to tl 
old German lady. She is eighty-nine years old, at 
since receiving the Bible has, to the surprise of ever 
body, been able to lay aside her crutches. She had h 
hip dislocated twice by falling on the floor, and, 
was thought, could never walk again without crutche 
It would make you feel like you had the price of 1! 
Bibles to see how she rejoices in her poverty over ha 
ing the Book of God to read and, as she says, “forg 
her pain.” 


August, 1924 
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Dr. Ritson’s Flying Visit 


N Ixs world tour celebration of his twenty- 
I fifth anniversary as secretary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, the Rev. John H. 
Ritson, D.D., visited, and brought cheer to, 
American Bible Society workers at three of its 
principal centers in the United States, in his 
nine-day cross-continent trip. 


Landing at San Francisco in early July, he 
was received as an honored guest with Dr. 
Cooper, secretary of the Canadian Bible So- 
ciety, at a luncheon arranged by the Rev. A. 


| Wesley Mell, Secretary of our work on the 


| 
[ 


Pacific coast. This alert and resourceful Sec- 
retary took advantage of the presence of these 
visitors, of the Rev. A. H. Mellen, Secretary of 


ithe Mexican Agency, and the Rev. Robert Ir- 


win, Secretary of the Siam Agency, in an effect- 
ive manner, as indicated by a letter from which 
extracts are given later. The accompanying 


picture showing Dr. Ritson sending out the 


regular noonday Scripture message over the 
radio depicts one incident. 
In Chicago, Dr. Ritson was welcomed by 


the Rev. S. H. Kirkbride,-D-D., Secretary of 
the Northwestern Agency, and again made him- 
self a welcome guest. 

Dr. Ritson’s visit in New York was brief 
and at a time when members of the Board 
were absent for the summer. This was deeply 
regretted. But it was gratifying to the execu- 
tive officers to have a visit from him at the 
Bible House, and a brief conference, with the 
opportunity to extend their personal congratu- 
lations on completing a quarter of a century of 
notable service, and to wish him bon voyage 
as he returns to his post of large importance 
and real honor in London. He sailed on July 
19th. 

At San Francisco 

Mr. Mell writes: “Herewith a picture of the 
broadcasting program put on here Friday in 
connection with Dr. Ritson’s visit. We had a 
most delightful time with Dr. Ritson. He is 
a most unusual Englishman, as he possesses an 
Irishman’s wit and an American accent. He 
is a good world traveler and fell in readily 


DR. RITSON BROADCASTING THE NOONDAY SCRIPTURE PASSAGE AT SAN FRANCISCO 


Left to right: Dr. Cooper, secretary, 
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with our plans. He gave a great Bible ad- 
dress to a group of San Francisco clergymen, 
who met him at luncheon. It was a poor 
season of the year for the religious forces of 
San Francisco, but we had some twenty-five 
present at luncheon, and among them some of 
the outstanding leaders of the city. 

“We were delighted with Dr. Cooper, who 
also felicitously spoke; and to our joy the Rev. 
Mr. Mellen, of Mexico City, and the Rev. Mr. 
Irwin, of Siam, could be present as honor 
guests. 

“We took Drs. Ritson and Cooper and Mr. 


Midst Many Persecutions 


By Manuel Canuto Alves, Colporteur, Brazil 


N May, 1900, Mr. Frank and I went to the 
south of the state, and, after eight days of 
work, we remained exhausted with talking to 
so many ignorant people, and had the fright 
of being attacked by a great man of the Politics, 
and was forced to return home before night, 
because I had to traverse some seven miles of 
forest and fearing a waylaying by highwaymen. 
Even so we were watched at night in our hotel, 
but the Lord protected us, we were not attacked 
by them. Having finished our work in that 
locality, we returned to the town of Recife, 
~ where we took new directions for our work, 
also we agreed to work separately. Mr. Frank 
‘needed to leave the state and wished me to 
saccustom myself to work alone, and God 
blessed us supplying our necessities. I started 
vat once on a voyage to Caruaru. In this town 
there had been a missionary named Charles 
‘Kingston, who suffered a great deal while there. 
On one occasion his wife and he were beaten 
and forced to leave the locality. I arrived there 
later, lodged myself, and went at once to in- 
terview the chief of the place, to make him 
feel my work there, but he did not consent and 
called the people against me. As my life was 
in danger, I resolved to leave the town the next 
day. 
I went to the town of Bizerros, where 
I remained eight days. I did not suffer physic- 
ally because the authority was in my favor, 
but even so I was requested to leave the town. 
My bag of books was taken from me and was to 
be burned, but Lord all powerful gave me 
words of power against those proceedings. I 
“remember asking the Lord his protection, as is 
always my custom, and afterwards asking them 
the reason why they ill-treated me so, if they 
supposed that I was selling bad books. They 
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Mellen over the city, and they seemed thor- 
oughly to enjoy it. We felt highly honored 
with the presence of these men.” 

The San Francisco Call and Post of July 
12th said: ‘‘A distinctive honor was bestowed 
on KPO yesterday, when Dr. John H. Ritson, 
of London, general secretary of the British andj 
Foreign Bible Society, widely known chure 
worker and one of the best-known Bible meni 
of the world, read the Scriptures at the regula 
noontime services from the broadcasting studi 
at Hale Bros., from which The Call broad 
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were all well armed with whips, knives andj 
firearms. The chief appeared to wish to whip 
me and burn the books, and in this moment ap 
peared a lady with a small book and read the 
following words: “He who possesses a Bible inj 
his home will be cursed by God and the Virgi 
Mary.” I replied that the Pope is cursed be 
cause he has the Bible in his house. I wa 
turned out of my lodgings, and only afte 
much trouble was my bag of books handed ove 
to me. Once more in the street a group of them 
returned and coming near me advised the spec- 
tators against me and my books, and sought 
to involve the police in the matter, but were 
not attended, and as they could not beat me 
as they had done some years past with another 
colporteur, they separated and went througl 
the streets from door to door, laughing, and 
said, “Christ is coming along selling books.’ 
The whole town remained alarmed and advised 
against me, so that during the four days 0 
work there, I sold only two Testaments and 
thirteen Gospels. ; 
They were days of trouble for me. The 
people could not find words to condemn me 
The shop that dispatched my orders, the hotel 
in which I stayed, would all be influenced by 
my curse. I did not go into the street at night 
because I knew that I was being watched, and 
finally I took leave in peace. Afterwards 
visited that town twice; the doors are still 
closed to the gospel, but in public the Hol 
Spirit is working. 
During my second visit there, I sold 
eighteen Bibles and twenty Gospels. Eight 
months after my visit to the town of Caruaru, 
God converted a young man by reading the 
Bible, and who talked of the gospel without 
tiring, which did not please the Priest and the 
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phief of the Politics, so that they became ex- 
ited, and one Sunday morning, while leaving 
ais house to attend service in church, he was 
ittacked by four individuals with intentions of 
ill-treating him. He ran, but they overtook 
im, and on his knees he begged them to spare 
ais life, but there was no compassion in those 
hearts, and there, while on his knees, killed him 
ith a knife. Minutes later his body was found 
still warm, with the knees and face on the 


|A MONG the independent traveling mis- 
sionaries, unrelated to any particular 
thurch or mission, is an interesting character, 
. mountaineer from Tennessee, an ex-soldier 
‘with bars showing service in France. He and 
us wife traveled by Ford to California, and 
joured this state, visiting mining and logging 
tramps and the cheaper lodging districts of the 
breat cities, and by his passionate rapid shoot- 
jng and fiery appeal attracted the attention of 
men far removed from the ordinary Christian 
nfluences. As this mountaineer and his wife 
fame to the depository again and again for 
new supplies of Scriptures, we heard the story 
of his life 
that we 
give as dic- 
tated by 
him: 
Feuds 


pe lyade 
Blue was 
De Ost 0 
March 17, 
1902, in the 
mountains 
of Tennes- 
see. My 
people were 
in a feud 
with oth- 
ers, killing 
each other 
on sight. 
(When I was six years old, the cabin was burned 
from over my mother’s and my head, and I 
jwas taken from my mother by the McCores 
to the Kentucky hills. 
“On my first night in the hills of Kentucky 
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ground, with wounds in his back. Those re- 
sponsible for this barbarous act were the Priest 
and the chief of the Politics. Four days after 
this death, I went to Caruaru and sold a num- 
ber of books. 

I have made some thirty visits to Caruaru 
during twenty years. There is now a church 
there where the gospel is preached regularly. 
God has helped us in the propagation of his 
reign. 


How a Tennessee Mountaineer Became 
A Colporteur Evangelist 


By Rev. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary, Pacific Agency 


I was taken to what is called a distil. There 
was a bunch of bearded-faced and rough-char- 
actered men, swearing and cursing the lack of 
trade. All night I carried chunks of wood and 
kept the pot boiling. Sometimes I received 
a kick and sometimes a wild curse from these 
brutal and heartless men. I went back to the 
cabin in the morning, having done a good day’s 
work for a man. After two hours sleep I 
went back on the job at the distil. Day in and 
day out I stood the heartless beatings and abuse 
that this outlaw bunch of he-devils only could 
give. Some nights the rain would pour down 
like rubber balls, the lightning flash, and the 
thunder roar the whole night.through, and I 
would be all but dead. I could not stop for the 
storm or I would get a beating that you would 
not give to a white slave master. Oh! dear 
reader, if I could put into writing the living 
hell that I went through. 


Moonshine 

“On my eighth birthday I was given a horse, 
saddle, 45 revolver, and a 30-30 rifle. All 
through the day I would ride picket, watching 
for men or strangers as you would watch for 
a loose leopard near one of your children. This 
continued for one year, until I was nine years 
old. Then I became one of the peddlers, car- 
rying it down to the towns. This continued 
until I was fourteen. 

“Then, deep down in my breast came a long- 
ing to see and know something of the outer 
world. I knew it meant death to me to run 
off, if those he-devils should catch me; but 
one night I played sick, and they let me stay 
home. So, when darkness began to hover over 
the hills and the lonely owls began to hoot, 
I started to make my way through the dark 
to the outer world—a world of mercy to me. 
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I knew no songs, so I made my own, and these 
are the words I made up and hummed to myself 
as I plunged on through the dark and ghostly 
hills to a new life in a new world and liberty. 
The words ran on: 

On through the dark I go, 


To find a friend among my foe, 
Oh! Great Spirit, lead me safely on. 


Seeking Liberty 
“It was thirty miles to the nearest town of 

safety. I had been walking about an hour, 
when one of those Eastern storms began. I 
could find no shelter, and I could not go back. 
If I did, it meant death; so I plunged blindly 
on. I knew nothing of God and his love. The 
thunder roared, the lightning flashed, and the 
wind blew the trees down all around me. 
Twenty-five more miles to go. So all through 
the night this storm of death raged madly, 
and I just plunged onward, stumbling now, 
then falling and scrambling to my feet again, 
and plunging on and on to liberty. Although 
the hand of death clasped me tight, the words 
came to me from somewhere,—I know not 
where,—and in my distress I sang them aloud: 

The storm may come, the wind may blow, 

But on to liberty I will go; 

For, if there is man, then in some other land 

There must be a friend for me, 

So, Great Spirit, lead me on, lead me on. 

“Nine o’clock the next morning found me in 

a town of liberty—a greenhorn, but in my 
heart I was sick of crookedness and meant to 
go straight. For one year I worked in the coal 
mines. In April, 1917, I enlisted in the United 
States Army, telling them I was eighteen, when 
I was only fifteen. For months I went through 
the training that a soldier must have. One 
night at 12:00 p. m., I was called to start for 
France. 


Off to France 

“We loaded on the boat ““Mongolia.’”’ Four- 
teen days on the water, and then I landed on 
the soil of France. There I was for five days, 
when we were sent to the battlefields. We hiked 
eight or nine days, then right into the trenches. 
Oh! the suffering that the men went through 
is unspeakable, with those heavy packs, chewing 
their lips with pain, until they could stand it 
no longer and fell out by the side of the road, 
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while the company would push onward to the 
fields of death. Even some would curse the 
living God because of the pain they suffered, 
and wish that the first shell that went over 
would get them. Others would remember 
mother’s prayers and send up a silent prayer, 
one after the other. Although every brave 
heart beat true, the faces spoke of death, every 
face pale and jaws set firm. Not a word from 
those pale lips, only a wild oath uttered once 
in awhile. The suffering went on and on, 
and there was no cure for it. 

Death of Buddy 

“In the Argonne Forest, on September 26, 
1918, I lay in a shell-hole with my pal, the 
cannons roaring fiercely, the whistle of the 
shell as it passed, the spat, spat of the machine 
guns keeping up a continual deafening roar all 
through the day as we lay there shivering, ex- 
pecting every shell would be the one that would 
get us. All at once there was a loud report 
from an exploded shell, a cry of pain, and my 
pal fell over, catching his side, with the sweat | 
of death on his brow. ‘Buddy, Buddy!’ he 
cried in a faint voice, and as I bent low I heard. 
these heartbreaking words, ‘I was told all my | 
life there was no Christ, and all my life I served | 
the devil. Can’t you pray a little, buddy, can’t 
you? Oh! no need, it’s too late, too late. 
Give me water! That’s it!’ And as I poured 
the water from my canteen upon his dying lips, 
my buddy passed from this world into the great 
beyond. 

“Then it came to me that I would be next; 
so I knelt and tried to pray, but I could only 
say, ‘Lord, help me!’ I was on the very edge 
of giving up, when the Scripture came to me 
that I heard a man tell about one time, the 
story of the dying thief saying, ‘Lord, remem- 
ber me.’ So I said as humbly as I could, ‘Oh, 
dear Lord, remember me.’ And there, in that 
shell-hole in no-man’s-land, came into my heart 
the love that will never die, the love of the 
living God. No more sorrow for me from that 
time. 

“I landed back in the dear old U. S. A,, 
and have taken up the work of my Saviour and 
Lord; and I am now giving the message of love 
and mercy to lost souls of my own country. 
Amen,” 


A Day’s Work 


By Rev. Thomas Torrance, Sub-Agency Secretary, Western Szechuen 


Ree work of a Bible Society man in China 
varies largely. No two days are alike. 
He is sometimes indoors, sometimes out ; now in 
the city, and again in the country; at one sea- 


son linking up with other missionaries in a big 
evangelistic campaign ; at another, he is off with 
a handful of men ona preaching, Scripture-dis- 
tributing tour of his own. To select any par- 
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ticular day’s work as typical of his experience 
year in and year out would be hard; but I am 
going to tell you of one which stands out promi- 
nently because of its multi-colored character 
and pathetic incidents. 


At the Flower Fair 


Every spring at Chengtu we have a Flower 
Fair. It is an institution that has been held 
here from time immemorial. Many thousands 
attend it daily. Missionaries take advantage 
of the opportunity it offers for preaching, by 
erecting a large mat-shed where men and 
women can rest and hear the gospel. 

An hour’s ride took me one morning to the 
suburb where this fair is held. I went to 
speak in the shed, to dispose of Gospels, and 
give away tracts. Missionary work at these 
public concourses has always a fascination of 
its own. The greatness of the opportunity, the 
potentiality of every Gospel and tract, and the 
greatness of the result that may accrue from 
even a word or a passing invitation to hear the 
gospel, ever stirs the pulses of the missionary. 
But added to this was the natural beauty of the 
environment and the brightness of a genial sun- 
shine. Everyone felt in a hopeful mood. 

As soon as we plunged into the huge con- 
course, the demand for our literature was 
nearly as keen as if we had been auctioning 
some rare volume of antiquity. And now oc- 
curred an incident that made one contrast the 
present situation in China with that of twenty 
years ago, when the missionary here was often 
howled at, hustled, and driven from one place 
to another. 

One of Chengtu’s brightest scholars and best 
calligraphers, seeing me there, purposely 
stopped to bow and shake hands. It was merely 
the work of a minute, but oh, how it cheered! 
In the present despondent outlook it reminded 
us that China is indeed changing. The proud 
Confucianist had come so far that he was ready 
to be seen in friendly touch in public with a 
preacher of the despised Jesus. For the offence 
of the cross is still real, and Chengtu has many 
Nicodemuses. This one, at least, made me feel 
that the outlook was not all gloomy. The gos- 
pel was truly, if slowly, leavening the thought 
of China’s masses, and this public handshake 
was a genuine evidence of the fact. 

In the shed, a doctor and several medical 
students led the speaking by explaining the 
necessity of due care of the body. I followed, 
preaching on “Care of the Life.” The presence 
of the missionary immediately drew a full audi- 
ence. I cannot tell how long I spoke, but I 
know the crowd sat eagerly “drinking in” every 
word. The present was their golden oppor- 
tunity to find life—eternal life, in Jestis Christ. 
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The tragedy came through the majority squan- 
dering their opportunity and deposing Christ, 
who only could give it to them. 


At the Hospital 

I had a couple of sandwiches, spoke a little 
to some friends, and rode home again. It was 
the day in the week I usually visited the hos- 
pital, and after a cup of tea I went there. 

To move from bed to bed in the wards of 
a hospital with words of cheer and sympathy 
needs much tact and insight. More than this, 
it needs divine guidance to give the word in 
season. Hearts are often susceptible here, and 
very few are the patients who do not remember 
with gratitude what is done for them. On this 
occasion it fell to me to bid one or two take 
heart again who seemed to be losing hope, and 
others to rest and fret not, etc. To every one 
we gave a fresh tract. But one lay too far gone 
to read. The hollow cheeks and prominent eyes 
told he was soon to pass on. One could not 
but very earnestly urge him to lay hold on 
eternal life. The dying man, like the thief on 
the cross, signified an eager response. It was 
in very truth a touching scene, this sinner meet- 
ing his seeking Saviour at the eleventh hour. 
Sentence by sentence he followed me in a 
prayer for mercy and salvation. Even the 
hardened wounded soldier in the next bed 
seemed affected. 

In the consumptive ward a young man sat 
propped up, copiously spitting blood. Did I 
think there was any hope for him? Hope or no 
hope, I said, there was an Eternal Love and 
Wisdom that shaped our ends, and he could 
have in Jesus Christ the very best the Infinite 
God could give him. What did it matter 
whether we died a few years earlier or later, 
if we had the best of all blessings? This aspect 
of God’s love comforted him. Through his 
gloom came the arrow of light that he express- 
ly needed. And, again, the sinner professed 
willingness to accept his Saviour. 

On the top floor, in a semi-private ward, I 
visited a fine-looking old man of gentle man- 
ners. I had seen him several times before, and 
had been strongly attracted to him. This day 
I saw his vitality was being heavily tested. His 
face was growing wan. Some time ago robbers 
had raided his home and shot him in the arm 
and side. The drain on his strength was telling 
dangerously on him. While speaking to him 
of God, he said, “Yes, Jehovah God.” “You 
know, then, of Jehovah?” I said. He replied, 
“T once bought your Bible and have been read- 
ing it.’ It was easy to explain now to him 
the grace and gift of Him whom he knew by 
this name of names. Finally I prayed with 
him, and he besought me to write out, or give 
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him, a prayer that he might know how to pray. 
Do this, he pleaded, and I will be eternally in- 
debted to you. Such earnestness gripped one’s 
heartstrings. The same evening I gave him 
a prayer, though I told him prayer sprang out 
of the heart; it could not be recited. Was it 
chance or divine guidance that led the Bible 
man at that hour to meet the man who had 
bought the Bible? Surely it was Jehovah him- 
self—the Jehovah who hears every cry of dis- 
tress from those who look to him. And the 
same Jehovah will soon teach him to pray. 
Hard on this touching experience came a 
scene of the very opposite character. In a large 
ward was a Buddhist priest with his foot in 
plaster of Paris. To show off, he directly 
tackled me, and astonished us with his virulent 
anti-Christian hostility. He found out, how- 
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ever, I could “fight.” 
more than he anticipated, to the delight of the 
other patients who were listening. It is rarely 
a priest will confront a missionary. They seem 


to know they have a religion that cannot bear 


an intelligent examination, and evade discus- 
sion. This one may think twice before he re- 
turns to a fresh attack. Let us hope he will 
give up his besetting sin and turn his face to 
the Light. 

I came home with the feeling again that no 
mortal was “sufficient for these things.” Only 
the Lord of all life and love could move on the 
hearts of men and turn them to himself. The 
day’s work I, therefore, committed to him, that 
the seed sown might bear a rich harvest, and 
these hungry, weary souls find comfort and 
rest in his great love. 


Moslems More Receptive 


By Rey. J. Oscar Boyd, D.D., Secretary, Arabic-Levant Agency 


HAVE just returned from a most interest- 

ing visit to the Azhar Mosque (the Moslem 
“university” in Cairo) with Dr. Zwemer and 
a company of visitors to Cairo. We took with 
us four Arabic Bibles and a quantity of Mat- 
thew’s Gospels for presentation, and we had 
a fine reception. It is amazing how one can 
now walk into that old stronghold of Moslem 


DR. ZWEMER AND A MISSIONARY 
THE SCRIPTURES WITH STUDENTS 


NEAR 


THE MOSLEM AL AZHAR 


“UNIVERSITY” 


DISCUSSING 


fanaticism and propaganda, and present the 
Bible or Gospel and meet with nothing but a 
friendly welcome and hands stretched out. 
One of the sheikhs, who is nearest to the 
Kingdom, has evidently been preaching the 
gospel there, to such an extent that one of his 
colleagues smilingly asked us, “Are you trying 
to make a mubasshir (evangelist) out of him?” 
Dr. Zwemer turned to the eighth Psalm, and 


read in the sonorous monotone they like to use 


for sacred books that splendid panegyric of 
God’s works in nature, amid the reverent ap- 
probations of the sheikhs who stood about. 
Then he turned to the fifty-first Psalm and 
marked a few verses there about sin and for- 
giveness, and I added: “You must be sure, O 


4 sheikh, to read the thirty-second Psalm.” 


I wrote on the flyleaf of each of the Bibles, 


“Presented to Sheikh So-and-So, Azhar Uni- 
| versity, Cairo, from the American Bible So- 


ciety,” and added the address of this shop. 
Many now have my card and my personal wel- 
come to come into this depot any time. I only 
wish I could speak their language fluently, like 
the missionaries who have been here longer. 
Twenty years, ten years ago, such a visit 
would have been unthinkable. God is answer- 
ing prayer and giving growth to the seed sown. 
One of these days—in his own time—there is 


" going to come the mighty harvest from all these 


Bibles, Testaments, and Gospels put into the 
hands of the leaders and teachers of Islam. 
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A Bible Discovers a Murderer 


By Rey. Arthur F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary, Western Agency 


HERE was nothing about this young man 

to suggest him guilty of serious wrong- 
doing, much less to suspect him of having com- 
mitted first degree murder. 

Night after night he occupied one of the 
rear seats in the little village church. He hada 
fine sensitive face, from which beamed a pair of 
brown smiling eyes. His bearing was manly, 
his behavior courteous. In short, he was con- 
sidered a promising young man; everybody in 
the little town knew him and liked him. 

Years before, when he was a little chap, he 
had been a regular attendant at church and Sun- 
day school. Then came trouble in the home: 
financial losses, sickness, and finally, the death 
of his father. Years passed by, a step-father 
came into the home. Difficulties arose between 
the boy and his new father. Friends advised 
the boy to leave home; but he said he could not 
leave his mother unprotected. He dropped out 
of school, he quit coming to church, but withal 
there was nothing against the boy, quite to the 
contrary ; people honored and respected him for 
his loyalty to his mother. 

His step-father was a great hulk of a man, 
uncouth, profane, and a confirraed drunkard. 
Many times he drove his wife and son out of 
their home, and several times threatened their 
lives. The moonshine liquor he was able to get 
was very bad. Finally his health broke. He 
had a long illness, during which his life hung in 
the balance. His recovery was very slow. The 
doctor told him that a single drunken spree 
might prove fatal—then it happened. Some old 
‘cronies managed to smuggle a jug of whiskey 
to him, and the following morning he was found 
dead. The coroner pronounced death by alco- 
holic poisoning. The community expressed its 
doubtful sympathy to the widow, and then set- 
tled back with a sense of relief that a greater 
and sadder tragedy had been so narrowly 
averted, 

Summer came and went. The boy took ten- 
der care of his mother, and every day became 
more liked by his neighbors. It was late fall 
when the special meetings were begun in the 
little church, and each night this boy was pres- 
ent. 

One evening after the service he asked the 
minister if he could loan him a Bible. It was 
gladly done; and a few days later, after the 
service had been concluded, he lingered to have 
a word with the minister. When they were 
alone, the boy drew from his pocket the Bible, 
and opening it to a marked passage, asked 
whether it was true in this day that, when a 


man sinned, he had an advocate with the 
Father? Then he asked if it mattered with God 
as to the exact kind of sina man had committed? 
He turned to Isaiah and, pointing to the eigh- 
teenth verse of the first chapter, read, ‘““Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow,” and inquired if that was really true. 

Long and earnestly the minister talked to this 
young man. He knew there was some secret 
gnawing at his heart, and he urged him to make 
a full and complete confession. Finally the 
boy, between sobs and bitter tears of contrition, 
poured out the story of his wrongdoing. He 
had seen the cronies bring the whiskey to his 
father. He had waited until his father was in 
a stupor from the liquor, and then had placed 
poison in the jug. He had long planned to kill 
this man, had carried the poison with him, wait- 
ing for a chance, and then had acted with cool 
determination at the first opportunity. He had 
murdered his stepfather. 

Under the extraordinary circumstances sur- 
rounding the death, no one had suspected foul 
play. The secret of his crime had been safely 
locked away in his own heart for nearly a year, 
then came the special meetings and a hunger 
for God’s Word. The Holy Spirit speaking to 
his heart through the printed page had pointed 
the way.—and he followed. 

It was a difficult path. It led first, and that 
very night, to the home of the district judge. 
The district attorney was called in, and toward 
morning the boy willingly went to the county 
jail to await an early trial. 

On the day his case came up the court room 
was crowded. The boy refused counsel, de- 
clined to plead “not guilty,” but insisted that he 
had committed the crime. The body had been 


.exhumed in the hope of disproving the lad’s 


statement of his own guilt. The analysis only 
proved that the deceased had come to his death 
by poisoning. Friends were helpless. It was a 
plain case of murder in the first degree. By 
his “plea of guilty,” there could be no jury to 
recommend clemency, and, according to the law, 
the judge had no alternative. So the sentence 
pronounced was—“Imprisonment for life!” 

Strange and wonderful is the power of the 
Book. Who would have discovered this 
crime? No one! 

But God, who knows the secrets of our 
hearts, through his Word, spoke to the young 
man, convicted him of his sin, and gave him 
grace and strength to confess his crime, even 
when he knew that the penalty would mean im- 
prisonment for life, if not the gallows. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


JUNE MEETING OF THE BOARD 


ley second stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and ninth year was held at 
the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, on 
Thursday, June 5, 1924, at 3:30 o’clock p. m., 
President Emeritus James Wood in the chair, 
President Hyde being absent from the country. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by Pro- 
fessor Oswald T. Allis, 

The minutes of the May meeting of the 
Board were presented and approved. 

General Secretary Haven announced the 
death on June Ist of Mr. Logan C, Murray, 
a member of the Board, and a committee to 
draft a suitable memorial minute was author- 
ized. 

The minutes of the standing committees of 
the Board were presented and approved. 

On nomination by the General Reference 
Committee, the standing committees for the 
current year were appointed, as recorded above. 

The Treasurer gave a brief account of his 
visit to England and the Continent in the in- 
terests of the Society. 

On the recommendation of the Committee 
on Versions, action was taken looking to the 
translation, revision or publication of Scrip- 
tures in Araucanian, Cakchiquel, Kifioti, Bulu, 
and several of the Philippine languages. 


The acceptance of election as Vice-Presi- 
dents on the part of C. Edgar Anderson and 
E. Clarence Miller was reported. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of April, 1924; Brazil, 8,390 
volumes, valued at $1,881.06; Caribbean, 2,356 
volumes, valued at $861.11; China, 500 vol- 
umes, valued at $313.24; La Plata, 4,332 vol- 
umes, valued at $1,741.62; Mexico, 3,940 vol- 
umes, valued at $2,284.79; Philippines, 25,050 
volumes, valued at $887.49; Upper Andes, 24 
volumes, valued at $17.08; West Indies, 6 vol- 
umes, valued at $3.82; total volumes, 44,598; 
total value, $7,990.21. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of April, 1924, were 225,237 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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1. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
hostage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for ten cents. 

2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company’s money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and 
make the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert 
Darlington, Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York. 
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CASH RECEIPTS IN JUNE, 1924 
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Would a 9% Annuity 


Interest You? 


OR many persons the safety of an in- 

vestment is the most important feature. 

That is one reason why so many per- 
suns put their money in Savings Banks. 
They are afraid, and justly so, of the many 
investment schemes which have been de- 
vised to catch the unwary. The same reason 
prompts them to invest in Liberty Bonds, 
mortgages and other conservative securities. 
In these cases, safety is assured, but the in- 
terest rate is low; and people are willing to 
sacrifice high rates in favor of assurance 
of safety. 


It is not necessary, however, to make 
such a sacrifice, for there is an investment 
just as safe as any of these where the rate 
is much higher—sometimes twice as high, 
depending on the age of the investor. This 
form of investment is known as the annuity 
bond. It is not new, but has been available 
for more than half a century. It has ele- 
ments of safety greater than most securities 
and has many advantages which other se- 
curities do not possess at all. 


In addition to the safety and attractive 
income, it is also permanent, convenient, 
non-taxable; never depreciates in value, 
eliminates expense, banishes anxiety, re- 
moves burdens. 


One happy owner of these bonds recently 
said—“T am the fortunate possessor of two 
of your annuity bonds. It is a great satis- 
faction—the freedom from care in regard 
to the income from it is a great relief. The 
check comes promptly to the day, and I do 
not need to give a thought to that part of it.” 


There are two principal forms of annuity 
bonds. One is the bond in which only one 
person is involved, and the rates for differ- 
ent ages are given below. 


The other form is known as the Survivor- 
ship Bond. In this bond, two or more per- 
sons are mentioned as annuitants and the 
amount is paid as long as either person 
mentioned in the bond shall live. Where 
two persons, dependent one upon the other, 
desire to protect each other with annuity pay- 
ments, this is an excellent and popular form 
of bond. Rates on this type of bond will 
be cheerfully furnished on request. Some 
form of annuity bond can be designed to 
meet the needs of practically every investor, 


ANNUITY RATES 


(ONE PERSON) 
Age Rate 


1 to 30—4.0% 
31 to 40—4.5% 
41—4.6% 
42—4.7% 
43—4.8% 
44—4.9% 
45—5.0% 
46—5.1% 
47—5.2% 
48—5.3% 
49—5.4% 
50—5.5% 


Age Rate]Age Rate ]Age Rate 


51—5.6% | 63—6.8% 
52—5.7% | 64—6.9% 
53—5.8% | 65—7.0% 
54—5.9% | 66—7.1% 
55—6.0% | 67—7.2% 
56—6.1% | 68—7.3% 
57—6.2% | 69—7.4% 
58—6.3% | 70—7.5% 
59—6.4% | 718.1% 


60—6.5% 
61—6.6% Over 80—9.0% 


62—6.7% 
In determining age reckon from nearest birthday. 


By filling out the coupon below, you 
will receive without cost and without ob- 
ligation on your part, an attractive book- 
let, “Bibles and Bonds,” which will tell you 
how and why annuity bonds are safe, con- 
venient, permanent, non-taxable, and will 
explain other advantages which these bonds 
possess over the average investment. 


The American Bible Society has been 
selling its annuity bonds for more than half 
a century without loss to a single one of its 
hundreds of investors. 


Some time ago, one of the annuitants 
wrote as follows :—“I am very much pleased 
with the Bible Society annuity bonds. The 
annuity is always promptly paid, and it is a 
satisfaction to know that if the bonds should 
be lost the interest would still be paid, and 
I have perfect confidence in the security 
of the money invested.” 


Annuity bonds are sold in any denomina- 
tion from $100.00 up. They give the small 
as well as the large investor the opportunity 
to participate in the financial benefits of the 
bonds and in the world-wide service of the 
Society. 


SEND THIS COUPON NOW! 
Per 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
Please send me without obligation on 
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I my part your booklet No. 622, entitled 
} “Bibles and Bonds.” 
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